Oa 


096 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H — 969 


International Court of Justice 





Com, A, 


Take l-Pg. 1. 
Meehan i 
21 June, 1946, 
Von Rundstedt. 


$ 


OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE OF 
ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION APPOINT'D 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO 
PARAGRAFH 4, OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 


i. TL 


21 June 1946 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS.) 


COMMISSIONER: 


Capt. Joseph Tubridy. 


FIELD MARSHAL VON RUNDSTEDT, the witness, took the stand and 
testified ss follows: ^ 
CROSS EXAMINATION - Resumed. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The witness is reminded that he is still 
under oath, 
WITNESS: Yes, 
BY M. QUATRE: 

Q farshall, could you tell us very shortly in what family 
atmosphere or family circle you have been raised? 

A My family is a very old one, whose background can be traced 
as far back as eight hundred years. All my ancestors, as far back es 
my great grandfather, have been soldiers, My father was a retired 
general and my three brothers and I became recruits and later on became 
soldiers. We were a poor family and had to fight for our existance 
during the first years of our officership. We were raised in the old 


Prussian tradition, Those are about the main points, 
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Q During the eastern campaign in 1942, were you not at one time 
removed from your command? 

A On December 1, 1941, I was removed from my post upon my request 
to the Fuehrer, supposedly because he did not have any confidence in my 
leadership. 

Q In other words, you were retired of were removed from your command 
upon your own wish? 

A At that time I had requested that a certain tectical order, which 
in my opinion was impossible, would be rescinded, If this would not be 
done, I suppose I considered thet no confidence was expressed in my leader- 
ship, therefore, I wovld like to be retired and another man be given my 
post. This was at the time thet the campaign - the Itslian Military Campaign 
- still looked good for Germany, 

Q How long after that were you recalled? 

A On the 12th or 13th of March in 1942, I was then named Commander 
in Chief west. 

Q You stayed as commander in chief west until 2 July, 1944? 

A On 2 July, 1944 in the evening I received in a very polite letter 
my retirement, supposed]y because of health reasons, I had just returned 
the evening before from s discussion at the Fuehrer's headquarters, 

Q You were recalled once again later on, were you not, for the 
Ardennes offensive? 

A Not only for the Ardennes offensive, but I was recalled to bring 


in order again the entire western front, which through the retreat through 


France, Holland and Belgium was in a chaotic state, even though I was et 


that time in Bad Toelz, 
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Q Until what time did you carry on this last assignment? 

A Until March 9, 1945, thank God, I was finally retired permanently. 

Q What was the code name of the Ardennes offensive? 

A I don't remember, I have known so many code names uring my years 
as cmmmander, I really do not remember =-=- the Barberossa - no thet was 
Russia, 

Q Did you personally know Field MarshallVon Seckt? 

A Von Seckt was never a field marshall but only a Colonel General. 

I knew him very well from the time he was Major and I was a captain in the 
General Steff - thetwas in 1907 and I met him repeatedly after that, when 
he became chief of the army leadership and I met him on duty also. I also 
was at his home and he was at mine, 

Q Did Von Seckt give you his opinions and ideas toward Hitler end 
National Socialism? 

À General Von Seckt, when he was in charge of the Army Command, at 
the time when the National Socialist party became especially strong in 1988, 
he tried with »11 his power to keep the National Socalist tendency out of 


the army. He acted very strongly against these military officers that 


^ 
participated in the Putsch of 1933. I don't know what his actual opinion 


was after Hitler's rige to power, but I do believe also at that time he 

was against him, He wes not at thet time any more chief of the army command, 
Q In other words, to sum it up shortly, the tendency of Von Seckt 

to the National Socialism was that he was in opposition to it or against it? 
A That he was against it might be a little too harsh, He was more 

or less in opposition and did not approve it, 


Q The "Volkische Beobachter" was the official organ of National 
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Socialism, was it not? 

A The '"Volkische Beobachter" or the "Angli £f" which means the 
"Attack", I don't know which one, 

Q Have you never heard that it was General Von Seckt whose job 
it was to provide Hitler with the necessary money in order that he could 
by the "Volkische Beobachter?" 

A I never heard anything concerning it and I cannot imagine it. 

Q Did you have a specific reaction at the time when the first 
SA units were being formed ~ a personal reaction of your own? 

A I did not care anything about the SA just as long as they did 
not mix themselves or interfere in military matters, I did not sympathize 
with these marches through the streets by the Brown Shirts. 

Q Did you know Roehm? 

À I saw him once and that was at the time of a speech made by 
Adolf Hitler to the higher military leaders and to the higher SA leaders, 
at which time he asked that there be more cooperation and friendship 
between these men as there had been some kind of difficulty. After that 
there was a breakfast by Roehm. I set at the same table with Roehm and 
at this breakfast Roehm is supposed to have said to his SA leaders, "Don't 
mind what the P.F.C. said - we will keep up the old work." That was my 
only meeting with Roehm. 

Q Did you know that he was in active office status with the Reichs- 
wehr? 


A I know that he was an officer in the Bavarian Reichswehr at the 


time of the Putsche and was in charge of the attack on the zone command, 
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Concerning this, some of the Baverian officers are probably in a better 
position to inform you. 


Q On whet day did it become an order that the party emblem was to 


be worn on the Germen military uniform? 


A I don't remember the dste. It was one of the many times that 
Blomberg made concessions to the party. I want to state, as I have stated 
already, there were quite a few things that angered us old officers, For 
instance, the bird on the breast, the bird on the cap and the Hitler salute 
instead of the old fashioned hand salute and the different forms of express- 
jon. Instead of one speaking to a superior officer in the third person 
and saying "Hes the Colonel Sir?" we were supposed to say, "Have you Colonel, 
Sir?" 

Q That reaction against these party emblems, which you personally 
had, was that shared by the other high officers of the German steff? 

A I don't know about the young officers, but I know the old officers 
laughed about that bird. I want to add something. In other countries, 
in other states, they laughed about this bird. For instance, the popula- 
tion would say, "A bird here on the breast, that is the army, good = 
& bird here on the arm, which means the SS, no good," 

Q Do you know why, beginning in 1988 that Hitler dismissed his 
Minister of War Blomberg and his Commander in Chief of the Army, Von 
Fritsch? 

A This matter is rather a personal affair and since poth of these 
men are dead, I don't like to talk about it, but it is my duty to speak 


about it here, I would appreciate it if in the press anything that I 


say here about Blomberg's wife would not be published, 
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Blomberg married for the second time a woman about whom the strangest 
rumors were circulated. He had asked Hitler and Goerring as his best 
men for the marriage. After the marriage, the SS and Himmler, who was 
connected with all these intrigues, informed Hitler about all these 
facts concerning Mrs, Blomberg. Hitler then hea a personal discussion 
with Blomberg, concerning which I would notknow anything more, however, 
after that Blomberg left his post, 

Almost on the same day, Colonel General Von Fritsch was accused 
of violating Paragrabh 175 of the Reichs Law Order, concerning which 
I will not go into any detail further because of the fact that some of 
the women are here. This was also on proof given to him by the SS. 

I continue - that was an intrigue of Himmler against Fritsch in order 
to get rid of him, After the investigation, which I requested from 
Hitler in order to clear Fritsch and the Army, or to aid Fritsch in the 
army, it was founc that not a single word of the accusation was true, 
With indignation that Hitler too had accused him of the violation of 
this code, he laid down his post in February of 1938, Himmler, also 
in the beckground had removed two persons who were not acceptable and 
whom he did not approves the Minister of Wer Blomberg, who according 

to them was not enough of a National Socalist and protested several 
times to Hitler thet there wes too quick armament and also against the 


occupation of the Rhineland and @olonel General Von Fritsch, a decent 


o 
old man from a very old family, whih did not approve of the National 


Socialistic actions or National Socialism from the bottom of his heart. 


Hitler was now solely commander in chief of the srmed forces. 
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I can describe all of this very closely, because I was asked by Hitler 
to come to him and I did and we had a discussion while I was a civilian, It 
was a personal discussion, in which he explained all these facts to me and in 
his excitement, which might have been pathetic, 

Q Do you know if Goering had any connection with the removal of these 
two officers from their posts, that is Von Blomberg and Von Fritsch? 

A I certainly don't think that Goerring had any connection with the 
removal of these two officers from their posts, Insofar as Blomberg is 
concerned, I əm not sure but I am sure that as far as Fritsch is concerned 
that Goerring, as chairman of the court, whitch heard the charges against Fritsch 
acted and talked in great loyalty for Fritsch and acted for his rehabilitation. 
If Goerring would have found any interest in the removal of Blomberg, then 
he could have very easily have been commander in chief of the armed forces 


himself, I do not think that even though quite a bit of things are said against 


Goerring now that he would have done such af thing as was done by Himmler, 


Q Do you agree with me that after the removal of General Von Blomberg 
and General Von Fritsch the Picasa German Army was reorgenized and the OKW 
wes formed and General Keitel was put in charge of it? 

A I want to explain this a little more explicitely - something which I 
can do because of the discussion with Hitler, I should say the meeting of 
Hitler with me, as a civilian, when all these matters were discussed, 

First, Hitler took the commendershio over of the entire armed 
forces, Personally he removed first of all, before he reorganized, the entire 


army commend, all these high old officer& of whom he did not approve, maybe 


because of their church connections or for many other reasons and I can give 


you a few names, / 
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General Marshall Von Kleist, at that time commanding general 
Na Sas ` 


of tre~wertwahl, The Commanding General at that time ir Wiesbaden, 


Freiher von Kress, TheCommander in Chief of Army Group 2, Field Marshall 
Kassel. General Adam at that time commanding general in Munich, Cothmanding 
General Von Schwedler of Dresden. No that is a mistake he was chief of the 
personnel section of the army - a man in cherge of all personnel questions, 
General Von Schwedler, who was removed from this post and sent to the 
Province. Chief of the General Staff, General Bech. Von Bech wes not 
removed right at that time, but after about two months, due to the so- 
called memorandum. He was not elso removed from his post at that time as 
ke was too important as yet to Hitler, 

Hitler possibly did not dare, due to the army, to remove me 
of my post, even though I told him to his fact that I was a monarchist by 
idea and that I circulated in monarchistic circles within Germany That 
is the second thing I have to Say about the removal of all disliked 
persons from the leadership group. 

Now, I have to state concerning the case of Keitel. Keitel 
had at that time been under Blomberg and almost was commander in chief of 
the armed forces, which at that time was called the Minister of War, 

Hitler told me during that discussion or meeting when he said, "I am 

now Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces and I will have as my mkt aide, 
General Keitel, General, this is very important what I State and thet 

is also important for General Keitel." I told Hitler at that time in 

the position as commander in chief of the armed forces, you have to concern 
yourself with money matters, administrative matters, etc., it is necessary 


that an experienced person be used for that post. I said, "My Fuehrer, what 
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hes to be prevented is that Keitel receive any powers or orders," Since he 

did not dere at that time to give any orders or go to the Air Corps 

Goerring, he did not understand anything about the navy and the result 

would have been that he would have used his entire powers with thearmy, 

something which we did not want. I suggésted to the Fuehrer for that 

post COlonel General Von Fritsch and said if in the investig= tion, which 

I demanded, it is proved that Fritsch is not guilty, as all of us are 

certain, thet he be given the post, He did not say anything after that. 
Then came the question as to who should be the commander in 

chief of the army. The first name was General Von Reichenau. I did 

not approve of that. Thereupon, he asked me what I thought about General 

Von Brauchitsch, commanding general in East Prussia. He was one of the 

officers under me, Yes, I said, he is very zood, he is a very decent man 

and is a good soldier. The army will accept him gladly, while they would 

be in opposition to the other men. I am sorry that I hawe to be explicit 

here, but it seems very important here 2s I am the only person that knows 

the entire matter, 

Q You, without a doubt, knew a good many conspirators of the 20th 
of July, 1944 incident, Rommel? 

A I am sorry to say that among the sentenced Germans, there were many 
who were known and close to me both personally and officially. For instance, 
Field Marshal Von Witzleben, Colonel Gencral Beck, Colonel General Hoeppner 
anc others besides Rommel, who had only been uncertainly connected with the 


20th of July incident. Rommel did not belong to those who were sentenced 
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directly or accused directly. There were also quite a number of younger 
participants, 

Q Did you ‘mow these Generel Officers very well? 

A Partially, vary welt " 

q They were, of course, men of trust and honorebàe men, who had a 
sense of duty and trust? 

A Without a doubt, they had the best intentions, but as I have stated 
the other day, the entire task, the conspiracy, was a crime not against 
Hitler but against the entire German people due to the conditions prevailing 
at that time, Without a doubt, they all had patriotic intentions, but on 
the wrong basis, 

Q Did none of these friends of yours say anything to you about the 
uncertainty? Pme yon heee 

A No, not as far as the later time was concerned, General WXX Wieéermann 
was commanding general in Berlin shortly after I became commander in chief 
and he repeatedly in conversation told me concerning this system and he was 
concerned about this entire system. Concerning the actual over-throw, I am 
not speaking, nor about the attack on Hitler, but the attempted overthrow, 

None of these people dared approach me, ss they knew what I, independant of 
the other side, thought about these matters, 

Now, I will come to Rommel. If Rommel was connected with this 
conspiracy, I cannot sey. It was supposed in high official circles, as 
his death proves, that Rommel was. He was under my command in Normandy 
and he talked to me of being concerned as to what would happen, Both of 


us were of the opinion that something had to happen, especially insofar 





€ nm 


Take l-Pg. 11 -0 
Meehan 

21 June, 

Von Rundstedt, 


as the political situation was concerned, It was for that reason that both 
of us, during a meeting with Hitler near Soisson in June of 1944, told Hitler 
quite energetically thet something had to be done or otherwise the entire 
thing would be lest. The invasion was successful and there was no power 
over which Germany had command that coülà prevent that. We st-ted the 

same opinions during the meeting 2t Obersalzberg or maybe I should Say 

the Berchtesgaden meeting, which we were called to attend quite suddenly 

on July lst. The Fuehrer almost became unfriendly toward Rommel and did 
not say anything to me. The next day when I returned to my headquarters, 

I was removed from my post in a very cordial letter due to my very bad 
physical condition. 

Hommel then had a very bad motor accident in Normandy and drove xz 
RxxXix against the doctor's orders from Paris to Rome. He was still sick 
there with his head injury and was there visited by a General of the War 
Department, sent by Hitler. What I state now, I took from the sworn statement 
of the son of Rommel before either $ French or American authorities. 

This officer took Rommel along in a vehicle and told him thst he 
was on the orders of Hitler and said, "Here is the pill, or there is a 


court in Berlin." Rommel took the pill and died. There was a big state 


Uhre yf 
funeral in Raye and Hitler asked. me, without knowing the actual circum- 


stances, to represent him during this state funeral. 


That is 211 I have to say concerning this matter, 
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Avctttatéo-t. 
Q Do you know if this conspiracy stabted on its own imietive, or 


if there was some person behind the scenes? 

A Sorry that I cannot say anything concerning that. I believe that 
all the dissatisfied, slowly but surely connected themselves under the very 
smert Joerdelen, a civilian. Maybe Himmler was behind all this to remove 
Hitler, but thet possibly is just a matter of—speech. 

Q Now further juestions. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will have a short recess, 


Mt she oe ijt ake oe de ie je ode afe afe ic oe oe oe ape je je je one ake ke ake ok oe 
(THE COMMISSION RECONVEW D AT 1120 HOURS.) 
BY DR. LATEZNSER: REDIRECT EXAMINATION, 

Q Considering that the prosecution has gone beyond the scope of 
examination concerning time, as well as material, I shall hawe to ask 
a few more questions, 

You were first asked about manGuvers and war gains a short or a 


lone time before the outbreak of war. In this connection, the American 


Prosecutor said that you had designated the Netherlands, Denmark and Cezcho- 


Slovakia as enemy powers, although there was no reason to do so, Is it 
games, 
not true thet during war Exkx&/ there are only two conscripts; namely: 


enemy and friend? 
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^ In all such war games as far as operations and tactics are concerned 
and in military field maneuvers as far down as to a company, there are alwa; 


rm) 


two parties, the blue and the red. The Blue represents your ovn side and 
Red represents the enemy. After the war game is over everything is once more 
returned to normal status. There is no more foe and no more friend and the 
normal condition is resumed. Perhaps I didn't express myself in correct terms 
the word "enemy" here Xxmwxx and said that apart from the Netherlands 
they were all our enemies. 
would then say that the designation "foe" or "enemy" corresponds to 
usual military terminology? 
cuite. If I asked a commander of the ! | side what enemy intelli- 


1 


gence had he received he would tell me what he had ‘ned of the Red. 
Dr. Kempner further asked you concerning the re-establishment of military 
sovereignty. Hadn't the Weimar Republic previ ously made attempts to re-establish 
such sovereignty? 

i I already mentioned that during the Weimar Republic | 
Foreign Minister, repeated attempts were made wit 
establish Germany's military sovereignty. One must consider that in the 
especially as far as the Polish Borders were concerned, these borders 
threatened by an attack while in the Wes he frontier system was 
orderly one due to the occupying powers. In order to avert any possible sudden 
attack so-called frontier troops of frontier protection units were drawn up 


which mck were to be used in case such an attack took place. These volunteers 


for the frontier protection squads went through a short military training and 


the strength of these units was 5 percent of the actual strangth of the company. 


)3 
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that arose troops were 


“LULES. 


S quite leg: even thou; 


crna 


violation of the treaty agreements but 


were never 
part of the Reichswehr (Cerman Army) as such. 


The American Prosecutor asked you detailed questions 


of oath. 


ALETUTLON. 


solely to the 


Hindenburg anc 


sworn 


Putsch he 


the Wehrmacht ly allied 


him ma 1 spesi 
nme JLA Ou spear 


his subject personally, or is ! you say just an idea of 


- e 
your Sí 
t 


That is an idea of mine. Hitler would never spbken about 


topic to one of his army officers because would 


in weakness 
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on his part. I believe that in the formulation of the oath Hitler meant to 
state "I am just as good as the Keiser. I also am the Senior “lar Lord," 
‘empner asked you detailed cuestions concerning the conference that 
took place on the 28th of ugust on Ober Salzburg before the Polish 
I should like to ask you first about the circle of persons concerned. 
conference were only commanders-in-chief present who were given a missi 
the Palish 
Yes. All these military plans ha 
other persons. 
Could you call this conference a so-called council of 
I mean to say, was, during this conference, the question "whether" 
the question "how" also discussed? 
is I already said, at this conference only the "How" w 


p 


If on the 22nd of August the cuestion as to hether", that 


} 
1 


to war with Poland or not, had also been discussed it would hardly have 


possible to accomplish this enormous, gigantic planning within three days, 
that is on the 25th of August. In order to add to this statement T should 
like to say, however, that before or during this conference Hitler gave a 
short informatory report on the political situation, that is, as to what he 
thought, and what crimes and offenses Poland had committed against us. He also 
mentioned the treaty with Russia, things about which we had not been informed 
before except by the loud propaganda that was carried on in the press and over 
the radio. 

ere military plans for the Polish Campaign discussed during this con- 
ference? And had these plans been worked out by the group as a whole or had 
each commander only submitted his plan i m personal mission was 


concerned? 
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plans were not discussed at all and it was not necessary 
to do so. The plans were only mentioned by reason of an order of Brauchitsch 
and we commanders of army groups told the Fuehrer there and showed him on maps 
what our missions consisted of and how we intended to carry them out. ‘The 
plans themselves had been worked out by the Staff of the Commander-in-Chief 
assistants, These plans had then be approved by 
showed them to Hitler and they were then transmitted to 
armies who in their 
to theirs corps 
and carried out. No group work, 
did n know whe the Commander 


trusted 


ments in your opinion 


army technicians. Did you mean to say when you gave his sort of restricted 
testimony, that the leaders could have no 
but that they ild have a hand in the execution and the 
of the plan? 

le higher leavers knew no eensuiste of war and therefore would not 
have thought of having a hand in a discussion as to '/hether", all the more 


was a pure political matter. W y dem: d that we would have a 
free hand in the execution of the "How" hat nobody interfered with the 
order and the execution of the order. 


You were then asked about the intended invasion of 
stated that you personally never believed that suc! 


successful, Did you expr« your opinion to othe 
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I was the only commander-in-chief of an army £roup at that time 
to carry out the landing. The army leaders subordinate to me or under my command 
were of the same opinion as by reason of the explanations that gave here 
yesterday, ie he impression that ir | final run this was only 


bluff for if it hadn't been we would never have been urged on to move forward, 
forward, forward, and Hitler himself never concerned himself about 
If I may add to the statements concerning the landin: 
to the questions of the prosecutor -- in case J succeeded 
divisions across the channel and to England y would have had to be supplied 
continually and be reinforced, as the invasion army did in 1944, and for such 
an attempt our Air Force and our Navy was too wuxrkx weak. ith the enormous 
strength during the Allied Invasion there was no difficulty 
reinforcements and supplies, 

persons of Halder, 


"T 


Ihe Prosecution submitted 


In the last paragraph Halder says the following: 


document 
raise a technical question on the zmmenk in re- 


direct examination? I did not introduce this affidavit in my cross-examination. 
ATERNSER: This document has become a basis for this interrogation 
because the Prosecution has submitted it previously in connection with the 
General Staff. 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Is it in English, Dr. Laternser, or just in Cerman? 


haven't it here in English but the document is on 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I has been in evidence you may proceed and 


will see nhat- itise 
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Halder says in the last paragraph, and I quote 
"The formation of this Group and the mutual relationship 
towards one another is shown by the enclosed sketch." 
I should like to submit this sketch to you and ask you, after you have looked 
at .it, if this presents a correct relationship of 


(Document handed to witness. ) 


T 


ber your perdon if I smile look 
presented as the Supreme Commander ir 

and then subordinste t 

and oi 

Halder never saw this sketch or 


drawn by a dilettante. No mention 


commana 


name of the 


f 


Croup, 


similar to way in which I was authorized, a mander of an Army 


to pass on orders to which wer Lo be considered 


from me, 


sufficient, The last sentence of Halder's 


was actually 
Group of the German 


H } leot - es v^ d + a 
refers to the enclosed sketch. J want to 


n the high offices actually the General 
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he terminology is not correct 
n ado "ttlanera 
‘ } \fortiansate wo cds eneral 
been better if the unfortunate vora 


eroup would 


which is 
| handés-in-híef of 
* a Sta C he Commander-in-Cnie 
tants to the Chief of the General Sta } y 
of a a ants to [$ 


= V ( eov i T: / I ni l e ha d c sme eas cir cle 
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one 


another 


should like 


correct? 


persone 


nat means that the 


Incorrect. 


hat i à “or honorable persons to 
A + p 1047 - t r 1S ite 
Do you mean to say 
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don't conclusion 


gentlemen as incorrect. Ihe expression 


=stions concernin 


m 


stion by Dr. Kempner 


invasic 


because otherwise there wou ave 


and non-combatants. 


You further 


unpleasant. 


avoided. 


In Document 531-PS, submitted to 


of members of commneoendc arried 


TOups 


Decree, ‘nd on the sane for c: 


not necessary for. you to 


letter th: 


been carried out because you could not very well 


vent ed^ 


You refer to the application, do you, and 


Yes, of course sonething had to be written, 


this was transmitted. le had to do 


Decree has not been inforced" should not vant to 


You answered tne questions of Dr, 


have been possible for tne Decree to have 


other, I should like to ask you if you know 


sector where the terms of the Decree applied? 


` 
ior a 


not to theO 


this for if I had wri 
esterday by sté 
been 


of 


HY A 


am termin, testimony 


teri ii nology, is 


unfortunate, 
{ 


raer e 


complete revocation and 


ncellati 


circum- 


rder? 


Nothing had happened but 


ttem 


itten "The Commando 


have seen the resu. 


ting 
inforced in one 


any one case in 
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fter yesterday's interrogation I had a long discussion with my former 
Chief of Staff, General Blumentritt, as to whether we had ever received any 
report to this effect from our army or any other authorities. He would have 
been in a position to know, I, as Commsnder-in-Chief, would never have been 
annoyed with such trifl I beg your pardon, Neither Blumentritt 
remember any case wherein à report to such effect was made to us, 
mentioned rday I have to Say tnat C prisoners 


mandos simply disappeared. And I do not remember 


Russian prosecutor, Colonel Pokrovsky 
order which was supposed to have been issued durin 
ing the destruction of houses and stoves. 
order, R-31, dated 22 January 1942. You testified 
receive the order. 
I do not know tne order. 
hen were you recalle 
On the lst of Decem 
The Russian prosecutor a 
would lead you to conclude 
on Germany and you answered 
few questions concerning this complex, Were ; not told at the Conference in 
March 1941 or ter, after the outbreak of the Russian Campais by Hitler, 
that Russian troop concentrati and assemblies had been carried out to an 
extraordinarily large extent? 


have to correct a statement here. Ais far as I remember I answered 


this cuestion of the Russian prosecutor by saying that up to the spring of 1941 
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in France and I did not learn a single word concernin 
conditions while the armies that wer ioned in the 
'oland, certainly or probably received all this 
the prosecutor is quite BEXEX rect concernin; 
that took place in 


4 


announced to us and 


been received 


Fuehrer dec 


LA 
AUILOnS, 


you not 


was presented to us as an absolute 
channels the information was received, whether b 
remember correctly we were even shown a maj the enemy positions. 
Colonel Pokrovsky towards the end of the examination said that you 


carried out only such orders with which you agree [s it not rather that 


be circuuvented. Circumvention 


orders witn which you did not agree could onl 
was possible, as is true, for example, of the Commissar Decree and the 
Commando Decree, 

I must say thet the modification that has been made here 


difficult one it as I told the Russian prosecutor yesterday, any military 


orders that I received, no mtter how hard they were and no matter how much 


was to them, were carried out by me with a heavy heart - for 


po 


so-called Rundstedt Offensive. But any orders which had nothin 
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to do with military for example the Commando Decree and 


steps, 


Decree, were circumvented wherever possible and T believe we did 


detriment of those who were concerned. 


Sone clarification seems to be needed concerning the 


Q 


incident, First, under whose command was the Second SS 


A4. 


t the time before the Oradour incident: 


Yes. 


The Division was under the commanc 


part of the Operational Reserve of the relati 


fj 


Division could, without any difficulty, be moved the Sect 


without being transferred or moved, In the earl 


Group South 


^o 


of the day of invasion, that the Oth of July, aff 


asked for the immediate disposal of all troops in the 


the Second SS Division belonged in this category. Upon 


application this Second SS Division now was under the command 


in-Chie f-Jest and he could do with the Division as he saw 


draw this Division up into Normandy but in the meantime the 


ment had becone down there that the Division could 


be moved before order had been established there; and 


order of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the 7th of June 


of the Army Croup South which he in his turn transmitted to his 


staf of these troops for his com 


asking for temporary disposal 


Second Division vas under the tactical command 


Croup South and Army Group South gave this Second Division 


number wa 


^ 
oe. 


what the 


staff of another Division, don't know 
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South for the carrying 
the necessary troops at his 


f^ 1 


Commander-in-Ohief West on an order that 


us in the spring 194. while was ve, because 
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Hitler would hav 
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general and J need not explain what this would have mednt,. 
conditions were and in this connection I should like to explain again, I can't 
imagine any power occupying any foreign country, comparing now our occupying 
powers here in Cermany, suffering any werewolf movement behind their lines, 
especially if this occupying power is engaged in hard battles wit! 
I add, however, that when, during these hard battles, violations against humanity 
do occur, they have to be condemned in the most severe form. In order to spare 
the civilian population and to prevent any hard S having to be ta 

ainst them, I begged Petain to broadcast a speech the Radio 
civilian population to preserve order and cuiet in case an invasion did take 


place. I have hothing to add to this, 


as the military commander for France under your command? 


^t the beginning of > Invasi he Military Commander France 


responsible to me as far as the Hinterland was concerned, for example, in 
carrying out transportation protection to the Reich and so on, but never as 
far as administration and police measures were concerned, 

In order to make this quite clear, you had no official relations 
to the Military Commander France up to the beginning of the invasion? 

fe had no official connections. However, if we wished troops, or 
protective measures to be taken, we asked him for them and as far as he 
able he acceded to our request. As far as the Invasion is concerned, 
called "Imminent Danger" was pronounced. That was the proof, 

Q When did you meet Petain for the first time? 
In the late autumn of 1942, we were ordered to carry out an order in a 


few hours, at sunstroke, the occupation of remaining France and the disarming 


of the Frenchmen. I wanted to inform old Marshal Petain personally of this 
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measure which was for him a very painful one and far in advance of my troops 
I drove alone, by car, to Vichy. I told him that I was terribly sorry that 
by reason of the events in North Africa I had received an order not only to 
occupy the remaining part of France but also to disarm the French army I told 
him that if we did not meet with any resistance our de be carried out 


as carefully and with the most soldier-like attitude as possible. Petain was 


Y ore £347 ant 493 
very grateful am said 


you negotiate with 


arried on very acti 


accomplish something in 

police guard, in special uniforms, I don't know exactly. I furthermore 
endeavored to enable him to draw up a new French army according to a plan which 
Genera, Bridaux had discussed with us. Unfortunately thi lan got no further 


than the composition of an enforced regiment for various reasons and also because 
met from higher German aut! ies I always supported 
old gentleman, that i het Hitler should finally 
to expe If any mplaints were 
made by him about measures, especially a 


if Berlin demanded the arrest of 


could to help him and remonstrated 
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decently. I think that is sufficient. 

You answered to a cuestion that General Seeckt knew about and 
tried to keen National Socialism out of the Army. ere his successors, 
Hammerstein and Fritsch of the same opinion? 


ammerstein and especially 


personally was concerned, he too, but one must remember at the time 


> 


of power he was in the unfortunate position of having been Cogmander—in-Chik 

the Army under Hindenburg 

National 

been under 
Nazi officers. 

for th Nazis represented the strongest party in Germany and 

the Government. 
s influence in 

small a scope as 

Yes, certainly, that is quite othe rwi he would not have been 
liouidated by the foul means by wit 

Did you know Colonel General Fritsch very well? 

Yes. 

Did you also know his gereral attitude towards everything’ 

I believe so. 

The Prosecution, especially Mr. Justice Jackson, has referred to a 
letter by Fritsch, dated 11 December 1938, which he is supposed to have 
written to a lady known to him, In it we find the following pas and 

quo te: 


"A short time after the "orld War I arrived at the conclusion 
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His reply indicates that he 
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witness's 


T 
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considered mysetf just 
cuestion because the Prosecution 


ee 
has asked similar 
further cuestions now. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: ‘he witness may retire, 
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ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION APFOINTED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRITUNAL PURSUANT TO 
PARAGRAPH 4, OF THE ORDER OF THE TRITUNAL DATED 13 
MARCH 196, 
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21 June 1916, 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS. ) 
COMMISSIONER :* 
Capto Joseph Tubrid3y, 
O0. Ke We 
FIELD MARSHAL VON RUNDSTEDT, the witness, took the stand and testified 
as follows : 
CROSS EXAMINATION = Resumed, 
CAPTAIN TU 3IDY s The witness is reminded that he is still under oath, 
WITNESS s Yese 
DY M. QUATRE 
Q Marshall, could you tell us very shortly in what family atmosphere or 
family circle you have been raised ? 
A My family is a very old ones whose background can be traced as far 
back as eight hundred years, All my ancestors, as far back as my great errand 
father, have been soldiers, My father was a retired general and my three 


1 


brothers and I became recruits and later on became solcierse We were a poor 
amily and had to right for our existance during the first years of our 

officership. We were raised in the old Prussian traditione Those are about 
the main points, 

Q During the eastern campaign in 1942, "ero you not at one time remove? 
fxem yUUY comman?! ? 

å On December ly 1941, I was removed from my post upon my request to the 
Fuehrer, Supposedly because he did not have any confidence in my leadership. 

Q In other words, you were retired or were removed from your command 
upon your own wish ? 

A At that time I had requested that a certain tactical order, which in 
my opinion was impossible, would be rescinded. If this would not be lone, I 
Suppose I considered that no confidence was expressed in my leadership, there- 
fore, I would like to be retired and another man be given my post. This was 
at the time that the campaign « the Italian Military Campaign ~ still looked 


good for Germany, 
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Q How lone after that were you recalled ? 

A On the l2th or 13th of March in 1942, I was then named Commander in 
Chief West, 

Q You stayed as commander in chief west until 2 July, 19h) ? 

A On 2 July, 194) in the evening I received in a very polite letter my 

retirement, supposedly because of health reasons, I had just returned the 
evening before from a discussion at the Fuehrer's headquarters, 

Q You were recalled once again later on, were you not, for the Ardennc 
offensive ? 

A Not only for the Ardennes offensive, but I was recalled to bring in 
order again the entire western front, which throuch the retreat through Franc 
Holland and Melgium was in a chaotic state, even though I was at that time in 
Tad Toelz, 

Q Until what time did you carry on this last assignment ? 

A Until March 9, 19l5, thank God, I was finally retired permanently, 

Q What was the code name of the Ardennes offensive ? 

A I don't remembers. I have known so many codes names during my years as 
commanders I really do not remember -— the Darbarossa = no that was Russia. 

Q Did you personally know Field Marshall Von Seckt ? 

À Von Seckt was never a fiels marshall but only a Colonel General. I 
knew him very well from the time he was ajor and I was a captain in the 
General Staff + that was in 1907 and I met him repeatedly after that, when h: 
became chief of the army leadership and I met him on duty also, I also was 
his home and he was at mine, 

Q Did Von Seckt rive you his opinions and ideas toward Hitler and 


National Socialism ? 


A General Von Seckt, when he was in charge of the Army Command, at the 


time when the National Socialist party became especially strong in 1923, he 
tried with all his power to keep the National Socialist tendency out of the 
armye He acted very strongly against these military officers that participat 
in the Putsch of 1923, I dontt know what his actual opinion was after Hitler 
rise to power, but I do believe also at that time he was against hime He was 
not at that time any more chief of the army command, 

Q In other words, to sum it up shortly, the tendency of Von Seckt to th 


National Socialism was that he was in opposition to it or against it ? 
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A That he was against it might be a little too harsh. He was more or 
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less in opposition and did not approve it, 

Q The "Volkische Beobachter" was the official organ of National Socialis 
was it not ? 

A The "Volkische Beobachter" or the "Angriff" which means the "Attack". 
I dontt know which one, 

Q Have you never heard that it was General Von Seckt whose job it was t 
provide Hitler with the necessary money in order that he could buy the 
"Volkische Beobachter" ? 

A TI never heard anything concerning it and I cannot imagine it, 

Q Did you have a specific reaction at the time when the first SA units 
were being formed = a personal reaction of your own ? 

& I did not care anything about the SA just as long as they did not mix 
themselves or interfere in military matters. I did not sympathize with these 
marches through the streets by the Drown Shirts, 

Q Did you know Roehm ? 

4 I saw him once and that was at the time of a speech made by Adolf 
Hitler to the higher military leaders and to the higher SA leaders, atwchich 
time he asked that there be more cooperation and frieiship between these men 
as there had been some kind of difficulty. After that there was a breakfast 
by Roehme I sat at the same table with Roehm and at this breakfast Roehm is 
supposed to have said to his SA lears, "Don’t mind what the D,F,C, said — v 
will keep up the old work". That was my only meeting with Roehm. 

Q Did you know that he was in active office st:tus with the Reichswehr 


À I know that he was an officer in the "avarian Reichswehr at the time 


of the Putsche and was in charges of the attack on the zone commande Concernin 


this, some of the “avarlan cfficers are probably in a better position to 
inform you, 

Q On what day did it become an order that the party emblem was to be 

on the German military uniform ? 

å I don't remember the date. It was one of the many times that Plonber; 
made concessions to the party. I want to state, as I have stated already, the 
were quite a few things that angered us old officers, For instance, the bir? 
on the breast, the bird on the cap and the Hitler salute instead of the old 


fashioned hand salute and the different forms of expression, Instead of one 
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speaking to a superior officer in the third person and saying "Has the Colonej 
Sir ?" we were supposed to say "Have you Colonel, Sir". 

Q That reaction against these party emblems, which you personally hai, 
was that shared by the other high officers of the German staff ? 

A I dontt know about the young officers, but I know the old officers 
laughed about that bird. I want to add something. In other countries, in 
other states, they lauched about this bird. For instance, the population 
would say, "A bird here on the breast, that is the army; good = a bird here 
on the arm, which means the SS, no goode" 

Q Do you know why, beginning in 1938 that Hitler dismissed his Minisie: 
of War Dlomberg and his Commander in Chief of the Army, Von Fritsch ? 

A This matter is rather a personal affair and since both of these men 


are dead, I dontt like to talk about it, but it is my duty to speak about it 


heres I would appreciate it if in the press anything that I say here about 


Dlomberc!s wife would not be published 

Tlomberg married for the second time a woman about whom the strangest 
rumors were circulated. He had asked Hitler and Goerring as his best men for 
the marriage. After the marriage, the SS and Himmler, who was connected with 
all these intrigues, informed Hitler about all these facts concerning Mrs. 
Plomberze Hitler then had a personai. dircussion with “lomberg, concerning 
which I would not know anything moro; however. after that Tlomberg left his 
poste 

Almost on the same day, Colonel Co-en^1 Von Fritsch was accused of 
violating Paragraph 175 of the Reichs L^w Order, concerning which I will not 
£o into any ?etail further beoause of the fact that some of the women are her 
This was also on proof given to him the the SS. I continue = that was an 
intrizue of Himmler against Fritsch in order to get rid of hime After the 
investigation, which I requested from Hitler in order to clear Fritsch and 
the Army, or to aid Fritsch in the army, it was foun’ that not a single word 
of the accusation was true, With indignation that Hitler too had accused him 
of the violation of this code, he laid down his post in February of 1938, 
Himmler, also in the background, had removed two persons who were not accep- 
table and whom he did not approve: The Minister of War Blomberg, who accordin 
to them was not enough of a National Socialist and protested several times to 


Hitler that there was took quick armament and also against the occupation of 
1535 
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the Rhineland and Colonel General Von Fritsch, a decent old man from a. very 
old family, which did not approve of the National Socialistic actions of 
National Socialism from the bottom of his heart, Hitler was now solely 


commander in chief of the armed forces, 


196 HM, ULL 





i 


21 Juno-MB-l-la Meehan 


I can describe all of this very clcsely, because I was asked by Hitler 
to come to him and I did and we had a discussion while I was a civilian, 
It was a personal discussion, in which he explained all these facts tc me 
and in his excitement, which micht have been pathetice 

Qe Do you know if Goering had any connection with the removal of these 
two officers from their posts, that is Von Blomberg and Von Fritsch ? 

4&e I certainly don't think that Goerin= had any connection with the remo- 
val of these two officers from their postse Insofar as Blom»erc is concern 
I am not sure but I am sure that as bur as Fritsch is concerne? that Goerin 
as chairman of the court, which heard the charts a 3inst Fritsch actec anc 
talkec in great loyalty for Fritsch and actec for his rehabilitation, If 
Goerin.; would have found any interest in the removal of Blomberg then he 
could have very easily have been commander in chief of the armed forces 
himself, I co not think that even thou h quite a bit of things are said 
against Goering now that he would have uone such thine as was done by 
Himmler. 

Q Do you agree with me that after the removal of Gencral Von Blcwber 
anc General Von Fritsch the entire German Army was reorganized and the OKW 
was formed anc General Keitel was put in charge -f it ? 

Åe I want to explain this a little more explicitely = somethin, which I 

ion with Hitler, I should say the meeting of 

Hitler with me, as a civilian, when all these matters were ciscussed. 

First, Hitler took the commandership over of the entire armed forces. 
Personally he removed first of all, before he reor nized, the entire army 
comman., all these hish clc officers of whom he did not approve, maybe beca 

their church eonnections or for many other reasons anc I can vive you 

names e 

General Marshall Von Kleist, at that time commanding ceneral of Bres- 
lause ihe Commandin: General at that time in Wiesbaden, Freiher von Kress, 
The Commancerein-Chief of Army Group 2, Field Marshall Kassel. General 
Adam at that time commandinz general in Munich, Comaancing General Von 
Schwedler cf Dresdene Nc that is a mistake he was chief of the personnel 
section of the army - a man in charge of all personnel questions, 
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General Von Schwecdler, who was removed from this post and sent to the Frovir- 
cos Chief of the General Staff, General Bech, Von Bech was not removed 
rizht at that time, but after about two months, due tc the so-called memo- 
rancduiig He was not alsc removed from his post at that time as he was too 
impcrtant as yet to Hitler, 

Hitler ,ossi^ly cid not dare, cue to the army, to remove me of my 
ost, even thoueh I told him to his fact that I was a monarchist by idea 
an that I circulatec in monarchistic circles within Germanye That is the 
seconc thins I have to say about the removal cf all disliked persons fron 
the leadership croupe 

Now, I have to state concerninc the case of Xoitele Keitel had at ths 
time been under Dlonberz anc’ almost was commander in chief of the armed for- 
ces, which at that time was called the Minister of Ware Hitler told me 
during that discussion or mee tine when he said, "I an now Commander in Chie: 
of the Armed Forces and I will have as my aide, General Keitele Genefal, 
this is very important what I state and that is also important for General 
Keitel." I told Bitler at that time in the position as commander in chief 
of the armec forces, you have to concern yourself with money matters, admi- 
nistrative matters, etce, it is necessary tiv n an experienced person be 
used for that poste I said, "My F"uehrer, what has to be prevented is that 
Keitel receive any powers or orders," since he cid not dare at that time 
to .ive any orders or so to the Air Corps Goerinc, he did not understand 
anything about the navy and the rseult would have been that he would have 
used his entire Lowers with the army, something which we did not wante 
I suggested to the Fuehrer for that post Colcnel General Von Fritsch and 
said if in the investization, which I demanded, it is proved that Fritsch 
is not guilty, as all of us are certain, that he be given the poste He did 
net say anythine after thate 

Then came the question as to who should be the commander in chief of 

he army. The first name was General Von Reichenau, I dic not approve the: 
Thereupon, he asked me what I thought about General Von Brauchitsch, comman- 


ding general in East Prussiag He was one of the officers unier mee 
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I saic, he is very ood, he is a very decent man and is a good soldier, 
The army will accept him zladly, while they would be in opposition to the 
other mene I am sorry that I have to be explicit here, but it scems very 


in,ortant here as I am the only person that knows the entire matter, 


Qe Lou, without a doubt, knew a good many conspirators of the 20th of Jul 


1944 incident, Rommel ? 

Åe  l am sorry to say that amon- the sentenced Germans, there were many wr. 
were known an: close to me both personally and officially, For instance, 
Field Marshal Von Witzleben Colonel General Beck, Colonel General Hoeppner 
and others besides Rommel, who had only been uncertainly connected with the 
20th of July incidente Rommel dic nct belong to those who were sentenced 
directly or accused directlye There were also quite a number f younger 
participants, 

Qe Did you know these General Officers very well ? 

A. Partially, very welle 

Qe “hey were, .f course, men of trust anc hcnorable men, wh 
of duty anc trust ? 

ae Without a court, they had the best intentions, but as I have stated t 
other day the entire task, the conspiracy, was a crime nct against Hitler bu 
against the entire German people due to the eonditions jrevailin- at that 
timee Without a doubt, they all had patristic intentions, but on the wron: 
basis. 

Qe Did none of these friends of yours say anythin, to you abcut the uncer 
tainty ? 

Ae No, not as far as the later time was comcernede General Ritter Von 
Leeb was commancin:; general in Berlin shortly after I became commander in 
chief and he repeatedly in conversation told me ecneerning this system and 
he was concerned about this entire systeme Concerning the actual over=thro 
I am not speaking, nor about the attack on Hitler, but the attempted over- 
throw. None of these people dared approach me, as they knew what I, indepe: 
ant of the other side, thought about these matterge 

New, I will come to Rommel. If Rommel was connected with. this eons? 


cy, I cannot sayə 
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It was supposed in hich official circles, as his death proves, that Rommel 
wase He was under my command in Normandy and he talked to me of being con- 
cerned as to what would happene Both of us were of the opinion that some- 
thin; hac to happen, especially insofar as the political situation was 
concernede It was for that reason that both cf us, during a meetin with 
Hitler near Soisson in June of 194, told Hitler quite energetically that 
somethins had to be done otherwise the entire thine would be loste The 
invasion was successful anc there was no power over which Germany had comm: 
that could prevent thate We stated the same opinions curing the meeting at 
Obersalzberg or maybe I should say the Berchtescaden meeting, whieh we were 
called to attend quite suddenly on July lst. the shrer almost became un= 
friendly toward Nommel and dic not say anything to me The next day when 

I teturned to my headquarters, I was removed from in a very cordial 
letter cue to my very bad physical condition. 

Hommel then hac a very bac motor accident in Normand; 
he doctorts orders from Paris to Rome, He was still 
head injury anc was there visited by a General of the War Department, sent 

2t I state now, I tcok from the sworn statement of the son of 
Rommel ^efore either French cr American Authorities, 

"Lis officer took Rommel alon- in a vehicle aid told him that he was 
on the orders of Hitler and said, "Here is the pill, or there is a court in 
Berlin," Rommel took the pill anc died. There was. à bic state funeral in 
Ulm (Germany) ani Hitler asked me, without knowin’ the actual circumstances 
to represent him Qurin:; this state fursval, 

that is all I have to say concerning this mattere 

Qe Do you know if this conspiracy started on its own initiative, or if 
there was some person benind the 

Ae Sorry that I cannot say anythinz concerning, thate I believe that 
the dissatisfied, slowly but surely connected themselves under the very sms 
Joerdelen, a civilian, Maybe Himmler was behind all this to remove Hitler, 
but that .ossibly is just a rumor, 


(^ 


Qe No further questionse 
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CAPTAIN TUBRIDYs We will have a short recesse 
(The Commission reconvened at 1120 hours.) 


REDIRECT EXAMI NATION 

BY DR. LAT.RNSERS 

Qe Considerine that the prosec zion has zone beyond the scope of examina- 
tion concerning time, as well as material, I shall have to ask a few more 
questions. 

You were first asked about maneuvers and war vains a short or a lon 

time before the outbreak of war. In tnis connection, the American Prosecut« 
said that you had designated the Netherlands, Denmark anc Czechoslovakia as 


enemy powers, although there was no reason to do : it not true that 


durin; wap .ames, there are only two descriptions; namelye enemy and friend’ 


, 
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å In all such war games as far as operations and tactics aro concerned 
and in military field maneuvers as far down as to u company, there are 
always two parties, the blue ond the rede Tho Blue represents your own side 
and the Red reprosents the enemye After the war game is over overything is 
once more returned to normal status, ‘there is no more foe and no more friend 


and tho normal condition is resumod, Perhaps I didn't express myself in 


correct terms when Í used the word "onemy" hore and said that apart from 


the “etherlands and Belgium they wore all our enomios, 
4 You would thon say that the designation "foe" or "enemy" 
to usual military torminology? 
A Yos, quito. If I asked a conmandor of the I"ve side what onomy 
intclligence he had received he would toll mo what he had learned of tho Rod. 

Dre Kompnor further asked youconcerning the ro-estbblishmont of 
military sovorcignty. Hadn't the iicimar Republic previously ma 
to ro-ostablish such sovercignty? 

I already mentioned that during the i.cimar Republic while Strosoman 
was Foroign Minister, ropcatod : mpts were made with tho Loaguo of Notions 
to ro-ostoblish Gornony's military sovoroignty, One must considor that in 
the East, ospocially as far as tho Polish Borders were concornod, thoso 
borders wore throatonod by an a k y in tho West tho fronticr syston 
was quito om orderly ongáuo to tho occupying powcrs. In ordor to avort any 
possiblo sudden attack so-called frontior troops of frontior protection units 
were drawn up which wore to be usod in caso such on attack took »1aco, 

These voluntoors for the fronticr protection squads wont through a short 
nilitary training and the strength of those units was Spercont of tho actual 
strcngth of tho companye The oxponso that arose for the upkoop of those 
troops wore paid by tho Interior or civil avthoritics. For ¢xample, tho 
nistor of the Interior transmitted a cortain sum to tho Roichswohr ilinistry, 
tho linistry of Defonse. On tho whole tho system was quito logal ovon 
though othors | considorod it a violation of the treaty agroononts 
but at any rato thoso units wero novor a part of tho Roichswohr (Gorman army) 
as Suche 

The amoricon Prosocutor cskod youdotailod questions concorning your 
giving of onthe Did you givo oath to Hitler porsonally or did you swoar to 


him in his capacity as Hoad of Stoto? 
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A According to the wording of tho oath that tho Prosecutor submitted 
mo yostorday in order to refresh y monorys the oath ran as follows - 
» 
swoar to the Fuchror of tho Roich," Formerly, during tne time of the 
Keisor, the soldier had sworn to the person of tho Maisor himself, that is, 
thoy had sworn to his majesty ond no. to the Reich or to ths Con.titutione 
There is quite a distinction thoro, During the Weimar Republic, howover, 
the oath was sworn solely to the Stase and to the Constitution and not to the 
esidonts, Hindenburg and Ebcrt, had already sworn to tho Stato 
as suche ihon Hitlor became hoad no crested a new idea on this oath «nd the 
oath had to bo sworn to both him cnc tho State at tho samc timce 
Q Ono of tho reasons that you gave for the formulation of this 


ling of Hitler's was that yoyshought that after tho Rocim Putsch he 


wantod to have tho Wehrmacht (the Army) moro closely alliod to hix, Did you 


speak about this subject to Hitlor personally, or is what you say just an 


of yours? 
mince Hitler would never have spokon about 
this topic to ^O ay officers because this would show c certain 


woalmess on his part. I believe that in tho formulation the oath Hitler 


L ww . L e * hi 
"I am just as good o Kaisor. I also aa thoScnior var 


Dre Kompnor asked youdotai'cd quostions concerning tho conference 
that took place on tho 28th of fugust on Obor Salzburg before the Polish 
Campaigne I should like to ask ycu first about tho circle of porsons 
concorned. At this conforence woro aly commander-in chicf present who 
woro givon c mission lator during the Poli 

Yos. All thosc military plans had to be kept quite socrot from 
all other porsonse 

Could you callthis conforenco a so-called council of wor? That is, 
I moan to say, was, during this conference, tho question "vhothor" as well 
as the question "how" also discussod? 

A As I alroady said, at this conforonoo only tho "how" w 
If on tho 22nd of August tho question as to "whothor", that is should we go 
to war with Poland or not, had also boon discussed it would hardly have been 


possible to accomplish this enormous, gigantic plmning within tnroo days, 
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that is on the 25th of August, Ir -rder to add to this statemcnt I should 
like to say, however, that before or during this conference iitlor gave a 


short informatory roport on the political situation, that is, as to what ho 


thought, ond what crimes and offenses Poland had committed 


Ho also montioned the treaty with Russia, things about which wo had not 
boon informed before oxcopt by thc loud propaganda that was carricd on in 
ond over the radice 
Woro military plans for tl.o Polish Campaign discussed during this 
ind had those plans hoon worked out by tho group as a whole 
or hed each comaander only submits -d his plan as for as his own personal 
mission was concornod? 
Tho military plans wore nov discussed at alland it was 
The plans woro only montioned by reascn of 
of Brauchitsch and wo cormandors of army groups told tho Fuchror thoro and 
showed hin on maps what our missions consistod of and how we intended to 
carry thon oute Ti ans thonselics had beon worked out by tho staff of 
tho Commanderein-Chicf of tho Army ond his assistants. These plans had then 
orovod by Bra t ho hod shown them to Hitler ond they woro 
thon passed tcm arni who in their 


handod them down to their corps and 


was worked out and carried out, No group we aS ch, was dono on 


+ 


4 


for oxemple, did not know what 
for instance, had beon ontrustod withe 

You wore thon told by the Prosccution 
ments in your opinion tho army leaders wore only to be consider ¢ 
of army tochnicians, Did you moa to say whon you gave this sort of 
rostrictod testimony, that tho leacors could have no hand in tho "hothor" 
of the’ campaign but that thoy coulc. have a hand in the execution and the 
scopo of tho execution of the plon! 

A Ve higher leaders knew no >uncil of war and therefore would not 
have thought of having 2 hand in a discussion as to ™hothor", all tho moro 
as this was a puro politica nattore wc only demanded that wo would have a 
froc hand in tho execution of tho "How" so that nobody interfered with the 


order and the execution of the ordor, 
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Q You were thon asked about the intended invasion of Englcnd and you 
stated that you personally novor boliovod that such an attempt could be 
successful, Did you express your opinion to othor commanders in chiof too? 


D 


A I was the only conmandor=in-Chiof of an army group 2t that time who 
was to carry out tho landing. Tho -rmy loadors subordinate to mo or under 
my command voro of the samc opinion s I, by reason of tho explanations that 
I gave hore yesterdaye Wo all wero of tho impression that in tho final run 
this was only bluff for if it hand't been vo wculd nevor have been urged 

on to move forward, forward, forwar?, and Hitler hinsolf never concerned 
himself ubout this matter, If I moy add to the statements concerning 
landing that I made yostorday to tho questions 

I succoodod in throwing some divisions across tho channel and to England 
they would have had to be supplicd c ntinually and be reinforcod, as tho 
invasion army did in1944, and for such om attompt our Air Force and our Navy 
was too weake ho cnormous strength during tho Allicd Invasion thoro 


^ 


no difficulty at 211 with tho roinforcononts ond supplios, 

Q You wore thon asked concorning tho persons of Halder, Brauchitsch 
ond Blaskowitze The Prosecution submitted on Affidavit Noe l, givon by 
Holder, USA Exhibit 531, In tho last paragraph Halder says tho following: 

DR. KELPNER: anise yhnical question on the document in ro- 
direct oxanine : ot introauco this affida 
oxominationsa 

DR. LATERNSER: This docunont has becomo a basis for thi 
bocausc tho Prosecution has submitted it proviously in connoction with tho 
Gonorol Staff. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Is it in English, Dr. Latornsor, or just in Gorman? 

DR. LZTNRNSEI I havon't it hor n glish but the dcumont is on file 
because it has been used during tho tridl,s 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: , If it has boon in ovidonco you may proceed and wo will 
8c0e 


BY DR, L.TERNSER: 


Q Halder says in tho last par^graph, and I quoto: 


" s : : : 
The formation of this Group ond tho mutual relationship towards one 


gnother is shown by tho cnelosod skotch," 


195 





arrests Imm 


I should like to submit this sketch to you and ask you, after you have 
looked at it, if this presonts a correct rolationship the higher offices 
Lry ə 
(Document handed to witnosse) 
A I beg your pardon if I smile when I look at this sketche In this 
sketch Hitler is roprosontod as tho Suprono Commander in Cniof, Under 


hin thoro is Keitel and then subor 5nato to Keitel the Commander = in-Chiof 


of tho Army, of the Navy, md of tho Air Forco, Mr. Gocringe I must say 


that this is ridiculouse Probably -.lder nover saw this sketch or it 
could not have boen made by him, This sketch was dram by ^ dilottanto, 
No montion had 6vor boon made that tho Fuchrer had given tho highcomnand 
to Keitel with Gooring and Racdor undor hi", In my opinicn Halder monns 
tho following with this:  Koitol was authorized in tho nomo of tho Fuchror 
o difforont parts of tho army, similar to tho 


which I was authorized, as Commander of an Army Groups to 


* 


to my armies and which wore to bo considered as having como franmee 
Q That is sufficiont, Tho last sontonce of Holdor's affidavit 
roads as follows: 
"This was actually tho Gonorai Staff and tho Higher lilitary Leadorship 
Group of tho Gorman Arny." 
Tho word "this" rofors to tho onclosod skcétch,. I o ask you 
is tb correct for Gonoral Halder to term tho high offices actually tiv 


Gonorol Staff? 
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À The terminology is not correct and prbably not meante It would 
have been better if the unfortunate words "General Staff" had not been used 
and this group would have been known, as it was in the Weimar Rep: lic, as 


"Fuehrer Assistants," Then this group would not have become as infamous as 


it has now become, The General Staff which is strongest numorically is only 


a circle of assistants to the Chief of the General Staff of the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army. Moreover, cach Aray Group Commander had a small circle of 
General Staff officers as his assiste -s and this idea was carried out down 
to the Division where there then were only one or two such assistants. 

Q Then it is misleading if tho higher military leaders are united 
and termed as General Staff and to roccive the name Genoral Staff? 

4 Yes, quite misleading, but all of us had to work for sone time 
within the General Staff in order to learn there and to qualify us for our 
future commanding positions eo . 

Q I now refer to Affidavit No.2, given by Brauchitsch on 7 Novenbor, 
1945, USA Exhibit 532, I quoto tho last paragraph: 

"The formation of this Group and mutual relation to one another is 
shown by the enclosed skectche" 


I should like to ask you if this sketch which General Breauchitsch made 


(Document handed to witness, ) 


1 


4 It has evidently been ma^» by t e perso 

Q That means that the sketch is incorrect? 

A Incorrecte 

Q Do you mean to say that it is quite possible for hmorable persons 
to be mistaken? 

A I don't want you to draw the conclusion that I am terming the 
testimony of these gentlemen as incorrecte The expression, the terminology, 
is unfortunates 

Q Now a few questions concerning the Commando Ordere You stated in 
rephy to a question by Dre Kempner that you applied for a complete revocation 
and cancellation of this Decreée 

A Yes, shortly after the invasion such a cancellation was made 
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neccessary because otherwise there would have been an impossible confusion of 
combatants and non-combatants e 

Q You further testificd th-t this Decree was sabota~ed? 

A I do not care to use tho torm "sabotage" in the futurc,. It sounds 
unpleasant. It would be better to sar the carrying out of the order was 
avoidode 

Q In Document 531-PS, submi ted to you, it says, however, that treat- 
mont of members of commando groups ha: ‘een carried out according to the 
Comando Decrees And on the same dato you asked for cancellation of this 
ordere Was it not necessary for you to state in this letter that up to now 
the Decree had been carried out because you c^uld not very well stato that it 
had been circumvented? 

A You refer to the application, do you, and not to the Order? 

Q YeSe 

Yes, of course, R E Kad to be writtene Nothing had happened 
but this was transmitted, We had to do thts for if I had written "Tho Commando 
Decree has not been enforced" I should not want to have seen the resultse 

Q You answered the questions of Dre Kempner yesterday by stating that 
it may have been possible for tho Decree to have been enforce: in ono place or 
the othor. I should like to ‘ask you if you know of any one case in your sector 
where tho terms of the Decree were apnlied? 

A After yestorday!s interro;*tion I had a long discussion with my 
former Chief of Staff, General Blumentritt, as to whether we had ever 
received any report to this cffect from our arny or my other authorities. 

He would have been in a position to know. I, as Commander-in-Chicf, would 
never have been annoyed with such trifles, I beg your pardon. Neither Blumen- 
tritt or myself can remember any case wherein a report to such effect was made 
to use In the Sare incident which was mentioned yesterday I have to say that 
no prisoners were taken. Members of the commandos simply disappearede And I 
do not remember any commando raid after Sarce 


Q The Russian prosecutor, Colonel Pokrovsky, asked you yesterday 


about an order which was supposed to have been issued during the Gcrman Retreat 


concerning the destruction of houses andstoves, I have here a photostat of 


this order, R-31, dated 22 January 192. You testified yesterday that you did 
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not reccive the ordor, 
A I do not know the orcere 
Q When were you recalled? 


A On the lst of December 19''1. 


Q The Russian prosecutor asied you yesterday if you knew of any 


facts that would lead you to conclude ‘iat the Soviet Union was attempting to 
launch an attack on Germany and you answered that you knew no such factse 

I have a few questions concerning this complex, Werg you not told at tho 
Conference in March 191 or later, after the outbreak of the Russian Capaign, 
by Hitler, that Russian troops concentrations and assemblies had been carried 
out to an extraordinarily large extent? 

A I have to correct a statement hore, As far as I remember I answered 
this question of the Russian prosecutor by saying that up to the spring of 191 
I was in France and I did not learn a single word concerning any Russian 
conditions while tho armies that were stationed in the Governnent Generals 
that is Poland, certainly or probably received all this informatione On the 
other hand the prosecutor is quite correct concerning the first Fuehrer 
Conference that took place in March when the final decision to wage war with 
Russia was announced to us and he told us in detail what preparations for war 
had been taken by the Russians,e I mevtioned a few days ago that many of these 
heports and much of this information was alleged to have been received by means 
of the Japanese Military Attacho. By reason of the Fuchrer dacieretiona and 
explanations we on our side had to assume that tho Russians had made strong 
preparationse 

Q Were you not also told that this assembly and concentration of troop: 
was learned through reports made by agents and wireless observations? 

A It was presented to us as an absolute fact. I do not know by what 
channels the information was received, whether by wireless or how, If I remembei 
correctly we were even shown a map of the enemy positions. 

Q Colonel Pokrovsky towards the ond of the examination szid that you 
carried out only such orders with which you agrecde Is it not rather that 
orders with which you did not agree could only be circumventede Circumvention 
was possible, as is true, for example, of the Commissar Decree and the 
Commando Decrece 
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A I must say that the modification that has been made here is rather 
a difficult one but as I told the Russian prosecutor yesterday, any military 
orders that I received, no matter how hard they were and no ratter how much 
I was opposed to them, were carried out by me with a heavy heart -- for example 
“this so-called Rundstedt Offansives But any orders which had nothing.to do witl 
military steps, for exanple the Commando Decree and the Commissar Decree, 
were circumvented wherever possible and I believe we did so not to the detriment 
of those who were concernods 
Q Some clarification seems to be needed concerning the Oradour incident 
First, under whose command was the Second SS Division? 
À At the time before the Oradour incident? 
Yeso 
A The division was under the c omand of the First SS Armored Corps 
and vas part of the Oporational Reserve of the OK. In this relationship this 
Division could, withovt any difficult, be moved within the Socbor of Army 
Group South without being transferred ar moved, In the early morning hours of 
the day of invasion, that is the 6th of July, the high staff with tho OK asked 
for tho immediate disposal of all troops in the surrounding creas cnd the Secon 
S Division belonged in this category. Upon approval of this application this 
Second SS Division now was under tho command of the Cormander-~in-Chicf-\Jest and 
he could do with the Division as he saw fit. We wanted to draw this Division 
up into Normandy but in the meantime the resistance movenent had become s 
serious down there that the Division c. uld not and was not allowed to be moved 
before order had been established theres and thereupon this order of the 
Conmander-im-Chief of the Army of thc 7th of June to the Com ander of the Army 
Group South which he in his turn transmitted to his main liaison staff asking 
for temporary disposal of these troops for his command. The Second SS Division 
was under the tactical command at that tige of the Arny Group South and Arny 


Group South gave this Second Division temporarily to the staff of another 


Division, I don't know what the number was. It is impossible for me to know all 


these details as Commander-in-Chicf-Viest. I discussed this positicn with ny 
deputy last night and that id how the position wase Is that sufficient? 
Q Yes, I believe that is sufficient. 
A I mighp add that in the same manner a resofve mountain division and 
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a reserve mountain headquarters, which was really under the command of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the whole army, was placed at the disposal of the Commander 
South by use After the discussionthat I had last night with ny dep ity I may 
perhaps be allowed to depict the picture of the relationships in the scuth of 
France, that is in Potain's fart of Francee After the forced occupation of 
the South of France the Military Commander (Paris) was responsible fcr peace 
and order in that territory, With cue consideration to the sovereignty of the 
staff of Petain a formula was found wh..^1 concerned the existing state of the 
organization in France. <A commander was instituted in Lyon who was supposed 
to work in close cooperation with the Government of Vichye This general had 
So-called liaison staffs with individual prefects who in their turn carried 

on their administrative work independently, while in the part of France that 
had been occupied first the power of the prefects was considerably restricted. 
When, with all respect to the patriotism of the French, this illegal and 


dangerous resistance movement took on more severe form, this army commander at 


Lyon had to be placed uncer the mmmand of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army 


Group-South for the carrying out of the appeasemeht actions who alcne had the 
necessary troops at his di al and was responsible for the entire front. 

We did this at the Comander-Ain-Chief West, upon an order that Hitler issued to 
us in the spring of 19hkM, while I was ^n leave, because if we had not taken 


energetic action Hitler would have instituted a so-called partisan 
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conoral 


conditicns wero and in this conncction I should 


any power occupyins any foreign ccunt 


ere in Germany, suffering any worow 


especially if this occupying powor is engaged in 


X, however, that when, during thoso 


be condconned in t 


i 


the civilian populaticn and to prevent 


t thon, I begged Petain to broadcast a 


population to preserve crier and qui 


I have nothing to add to this. 


ias the military commancor for 


cf the Invasion tho 


+ 


rospcnsiolo to no as far as the Hinterland wa 


out tronsp 


arrying 


far as adninistraticon and 


In order to 


iilitery Commander France up to the 


official connecticns 


protective measurcs tc 


to our request. 


called "Imminent Danger was pronounce 


Q hon did you meet Petain f 


In the 


hours, at sunstroko, tho occupation 
5 3 i 


ronohuon. I wanted to inform old i 


5ainful ono 


x 


which was for hin a very 


Vichy. 


alonc, by car, 


of the cvents in North 


r reason 


cecupy the remaining part of France 


hin that if wo cid not mect with any 


as carefully and with the mo 


rery crateful and said "We old 
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nood not explain what this mould havo meant 


explain a 
new our occupying 
behind thcir lines, 
ard battles with a lcal foe. 


t hunani 


In crdor to spare 


avinz to bo taken 
tho 
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take 


France undor y 


11 
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SOf s 


was the 


the first tinc? 


ordered to carry out an order 


France and 


Petain onally of this 


Kk! far in advance of ny troops 


terribly sorry that 
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lisarm tho Fror 


our der would be carricd 


sible. 


cach other e 
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soldicrs always had to dc with one another," 
Potain. 
Q id you negotiate with Petain later anc if 


very active negzotia 


hin four cr five afterwards e 
gencral with hin. 
something in the following ^? 

CA 


in special uniforms, I 


i3 ayo uidi s 
discussed with us, 


e LR d CU TE pP 
regiment ior varicus reasons 


than the conposition of an enferced roy 
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cl vri she 
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uy first ncctinz with 


; le 379 rshal ann 
M -e LT dL I Cada Cha. 


visited 


cnnection 


uchrer's approval I tried tc 


a kind cf 


exactly. fu cmore 


plan which 
further 

so bccaus 
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uld finally 
any con»laints were 

for 

norols, I did 


also given the 


Hall and Hauicrstein and csnocially Hormmerstein. 


corned 


was in the unfortunato 


ts on interference 
been under Sceckt, it was no 


officers. This had, s 


represcnted the s trongest party in Germany anc represented 


Fritsch's attempts als 
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los, cortainly, that is quito truc. Otherwise he would nct have been 
liquidated by the foul means’ by which he1 


ns 
fone 


Colonel General Fritsch vory we 


Did you also know zenoral attitude towards everythin :? 
I believe sc, 


my 


The Prosccution, especially lir, Justice Jacks: 

' Fritsch, dated 11 December 1938, which he is suppose’ to have written 
hin. In it we find the following pas 
after the World War I arrived at the conclusion 

win in three battles if Germany w 


debe wd dy 


battle azainst Labor, Hitler has 


Lic 


nolic church, perhaps better said against ultra=n 


UL com. 


consider it 


having known I written such 


Do you know that Fritsch wrote such a letter. 
I cdicn't know his private correspondence. 


ChPTAIN TUBRIDY: The witnessmay retire. 


(The Commission aljourned at 1300 hours 


my 


The foregoing is true and correct unscript of the testinony of KURT 
VON RUNDSTZDT, taken 21 June 19h46. 
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